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@, n "A Teacher Talks Back," a 1980 EJ artic]e, Virginia Silcox scerned college -

d _ . - : '

. . instructors who, as she put it, "have been infected w1thtthe pub]1sh -or-perish
disease." ~ She also cr1t1c‘zed the ed1tors “of English Journal for perpetuat1ng sthe
"virus" ambng pub]1c school teachers and at the same t1me suggested that "thousands

- /

of high-schoo] Ehg]1sh teachers neither wr1te for Ed, nor do they read 1t " But ”

£ perhaps most trag1ca]1y, she. suggested that many of these. teachers have h1dden the

»

fact that "they are mute .English teachers .who th1nk wr1te 1ng]or1ous1y "

If S1]cox S v1s1on is an accurate one, and I think in some ways it is, then

“we in writing and teacher education have a sizeable task,ahead. But we.a]ways have -

had. * e ~ 3 SR : S . .

<A brief survey of . Journa]s pub]1shed primarily for m1dd]e- and h1gh schoo]
-English teachers--w1]] show that c]ose to 50A of the articles have been ur1tten by
. teachers from the university. Whether that is because of the ' v1rus, 'as S1]cor ‘
dbtes, is not the central issue here, however Rather, the issue 1s why many
pub11c -school teachers have been and remain 1nact1ve wr1ters for the Journa]s .
des1gned for them. Some are, undoubtedly, ' 1ng]or1ous th1n&ers who are 1ncaBabie )
. of writing ef?ective]y Others--a ]arger percentage i wou]d guess--may s1mp]y
‘~fee] that’ they are not being. g1ven the st1mu]us, either professional or f1nanc1a1 -
' to Just1fy the additional hour/’and energy that writing, rev1sﬁng, typ1ng, ma1]1ng,
e to contr1bute to

7
gJourna]s but s1mp]y feel untra1ned to write the kinds of articles which JOUFHQ;S

.”pub]1sh--and may not wish to use their prec1ous spare t1me and enargy, to ]earn the

4 4

and wa1t1ng requ1re . And yet another group may feel the urg
' \Y

techniques.
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Perrin, 2

; . \
For tﬁe "inglorious" thinkers; we can do but ]itt]e, except hope that .they do

not stif]e their;students. For those teachers'uho do not feel stimu]ated to
write--for personal, profess1ona], or f1nanc1a] reasons--we can offer no spec1t1c
he]p Essent1a]]y, however, it is the, last group of teachers which we 1p English
educat1on can he]p--those who want to write but who do- not feel fully tra1hed to

write profess1ona1]y o - . , ©
-”Untra1ned7" many. peop)e may ask "But these peop]e were Eng]Ish maJors and

'J)
m1nors, the ones who d1d\\ét1culous work, read the ass1gnments carefu]]y, commented
T

‘ ’1n class, and wrote A papers " Yes, we' ve all taught those English maJors ande

" minors who were go1ng “to become pub]1c school. teachers. Vet, as James Qu1ssenberry S.
\“\' 4

1931 Eng]1sh Educat1on art1c]e Sugqests, ‘most Eng]1sh maJors are literature majors,

. for the good and bad that suggests That has suitably prepared these prospect1ve S
. [nq]1sh teachers ‘to eva]uate and teach literature, but it has Teft them untrained
: in many facets of the teach1ng profession and has--more 1mportant]y for this
} ’ d1scu551on—-]eft them untra1ned Yo write the kinds of essays wh1ch are pub11shed
g in t1e Journa]s for secondary school teachers Consequent]y, 1t is t]me that we
mod1fy our curr1cu]a to 1nc]ude the k1nd of wr1t1ng wh1ch public-schoql teachens

[N

m1ght use. For 1f we want to encourage profess1ona] wr1t1ng from middle- and

Y i high-schoo] teachers, we should intréduce future pub]1c-schoo]'teachers to
: profe5510na]]y focused wr1t1ng while they are st1]] at the: un1vers1ty, SO tﬂat
wr1t1ng profess1ona] articles (as well as re9d1ng them) is as much a part of the1r
tra1n1ng as, ana]yz1ng ]iterature and wr1t1ng ]1terary essays for classes.
To, these ends, I ‘have planned an advanced vwriting cours€ at Indiana State
i __Un1vers1ty which focuses on profess1ona] read1ng and wr1t1ng of the L1nd prospect1ve
ﬁteachers m1ght cont1nue/ The course in wh1ch I %gaan tﬁése act1v1t1es was a
:natura] one for- such an emphas1s Eng]1sh 307, a Jun1or sen1or advancgd wr1t1ng

] : : R i
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Perrin, 3
course that is-requiredffor English majors and minors in the teaching currculunm,
Because ISU offers a-companion course, EngT}sh 308 whfch concentrates on 1 terary
cr1t1cism, writing and. research, I am free to exp]ore the poss1b1]1t1es
prof:ss1ona] read1ng and writing without fee]1ng that I have 1gnored an 1mportant
.part of my studénts s ]1terary training. ’ At the same t1me--because my students
are a]most a]] in teacher tra1n1ng--th1s new: focus seems a]] the more workable.

‘and worthwh1]e The work for the course is divided 1nto three rough]y equ1va]ent 1
.parts' read1ngs, d1scuss1ons of Journa]s, and wr1t1ng ass1gnments
For the read1ngs, I have mlned NCTE pub]]cat1ons, as we]] as other Journa]s

yihich seem well’ matched to;the profess1ona] work of pub]1c-schoo] teachers. I

haye selected articles from Language Arts, Eng]ish'Journa], Co]]egeiEng]ish, and

College Composition and Communication, trying tokdemonstrate.for my students that

' educators are actively workizg at all levels to share experiences, insights, and
. _ t,
1nformat1on In additiod, .I have gathered art1c]es from Eng]1sh Educat1on to
s ~ i
provide an.overview of English- teacher-tra1n1ng, and I have a]so se]ected a few

+ articles from Exercise Exchange, I]]1no1s Eng]1sh Bu]]et1n, and Indiana EngJ1sh

~to fam1]1ar1ze  my students wath severa] other Journa]s that might 1nterest tnem

The. general articles I have chosen Suggest sume of the concerns of the teach1ng

K

profession at any grade lTevel. Eﬁward Corbett~s "What Is Be1ng Pevived?," Eve]yni

‘Wright'!s "School English and Pubiic Policy, and Ken Dopelson's "Beacon L1ghts in .

e

JV_the History of English Teach1ng suggest the cr1t1ca] framework uporn which-so

A
_much of our vwork is based. To present theories of wr1t1ng, I have included.

artic]es by Greg Larkin Donald Wurray, Gay]e Pr1ce, Max1ne Ha1rston L1nda Flower

~and Doug]as Park, and others These read1ngs are intended to 1ntroduce my students‘

. to recent concerns. af the profess1on . ; -to estab]1sh a context for ‘other work.

Another key act1v1ty for my Eng]1sh 307 students has been eva]uat1ng se]ected

.
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']ege Eng]iShJ I have also wr1tten to Sma]]er Journa]s

-. %

a‘ts to buy back 1ssues so that %i\can d1scuss a s1ng]e

'mﬂi-other week dur1ng the semester, a pane] of three or

. (.

"four students presents anyeva]uat1on of 2 Journa]., The pane] members are respons1b]e
/'Vr’l"' ‘

- for exam1n1ng two’toethree years worthﬁof back issues - and comp1]1ng bas1c : ?'ﬁ_

a : > “n ¢ e

1nformat1on, while thwdnembers of the class are respons1b]e for read1ng the samp]e«

. -
o

r ‘~\.~¢.

copies wh1ch 1 d1str1bute tb’ them: The pane] d1scuss1ons are not the stuﬁf of -1. JFN
wh1ch great speech c]asses are made "but we are able to share a good dea] oﬁ ;i
1nformat1on in a short time. Some\of the spec1f1c character1st1cs of each Journal

seem especially important in these d1scuss1ons:' averggg/len th of art1c]es, "

subjects,inc]uded, editorial stance,'contributors,_specla] sect1ons,‘and ed1tor1a]
policies. ' ,7 PR .
s ’, P:’-
By exam1n1ng the lengths and SUbJECtS of the’ art1c]es, my students have‘begun ,
\ .
to sense wn1ch Journa]s pRefer ]ong, researched'art1c]es and which prefer shorter,

exper1ence-based essays. . To people a]ready familiar w1th these Journa]s,_:Z%? '
' students S observat1ons mlght seem e]ementary But “for them ‘to discover th -

£

Co]]eqe Compos1t1on and Fommun1cat1on is essent1a]]y research based and theoret1ca] /é

. or that Eng]1sh Journa] ftén includes short, creat1ve ant1c1es, is usefu] They' .

~have begun to see which Journa1s concentrate on the kinds of articles they w1]]

-

enJoy read1ng and using, as we]] as those not suited to- the1r needs
' Q\ ¢ ~ 3

By not1ng and d1scuss1ng the contr1butors to these journals, my students are
_ab]e'to see just how inclusive.journal writing is. They see that contr1butors
' rinc]ude we]]-knoun people like Corbett 'Booth, and Munray, but also include

<

. 1nstructors from h1gh "schools, commun1ty co]]eges, co]]eges, and universities a]]
, \

across the country R - ‘ ‘-

PR
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' vmy students comment on art1c]es wh1ch they have read (They can use any articles

*"}wh1ch appear 1nnthe back 1ssues we used not'necessar1]y iimiting their choices to

is

-

4 , : , 4
Journa]s take one ent1re c]ass sess1on every other week,

- ‘?ﬁ s
Thj rewi e'ws of

e T oo Perrin, 5 -

but the d1scuss1dns are spec1f1c and ]1ve1y enough that I fee] my students are. fﬁe‘ﬂ'f;

s

be1ng proper]y 1ntroduced to the Journa]s I hope they w1]] ]ater subscr1be to, ff;

read and contr1bute to. And that has ]ed me to construct my writing ass1gnments

W

)

to prepare them to do Just that

<

. Usang the essays I regu1re my st ents to read for class, we establish our

equ1va]ent of Co]]ege Eng]1sh s "Comment and Response For one.ass1gnment,;then; a

LR ¢

N ’

"any one Journa] ) I do not ru]e out the1r wr?;1ng support articles, but I suggest

ithat they fo]]ow the unstated pattern used in (College En9]1s either add new

°

‘inforfiation to the‘p1scuss1on-or attack it. . ) o .

-

I a]so use Eng]1sh Journa] s “Our Readers. Wr1te About" format® for two short

*

"a new kind of writing’ prob]em. ﬁ% students cho se.from:a variety of topics from

past issues of English Journal--providing them with the chance to Write~about T

v

topics which are ser1ous as well.as amus1ng The students espec1a]]y enJoy these

i

~

atfon in only three- hundred words - I
d}' . \
My students a]so wr1te a book rev1ew, aluhough they have severa] formats to .

ass1gnments because tSeyrrequ1re them to hone the1r sk1]]s to present a va]uabhF

or enterta1n1ng obser

e

choose from. One format requ1res them to wr1te?a trad1t1ona] three hundred to

1

; b
while others choose trade bqgks of ore kind or another They mode] the1r vork

-

after that which they f1nd 1n the Journa]s and present their ev1dence as br1sk]y

[N

_ass1gnments, s1nce the thr e- hundred word ]1m1t%[mposed by the_gque]1nes creates (T’

" seven- hUndred word- cr1t1ca] rey1ew of a re]atﬁve]y new viork. Some hoose textbooks,

and spec1£1ca]]y as poss1b]e,v ‘The other format, again borrowed from Eng]1sh Journa],

is the»reyiew formatfidentified as."Too'Good To Miss." This kind of review is more

A ' . .
. ! o . oo . N -

%
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expos1tory and somewhat longer, a]]ow1ng my students to evaluate books which they

s

fee] are 1mportant for either students or teachers of Eng]1sh 4 v
]

In add1t1on, each student 1s respon51b]e for wr1t1ng a review of one part1cu]ar»
Journa] The week that students are responsible to take part in a,panel d1scuss1on;.

they are a]so respons1bTe for submitt1ng a three hundred to f1ve hundred word

L]

.evaTuat1on, 1dent1fy1ng the Journa] S maJor strengths and weaknesses. I,.encourage
students to incorporate the mater1a]s they have prepared for the classroom d1scuss1on

and cons1der add1ng any persona] Judgments about the usefu]ness of the Journa] to '
~ ; . .
pub]1c schoo] teachers %llej' ' S : ,
. t [
The frna] ass1g ment for the .course is an,open one, but 1t has some fairly.

o

'spec1f1c gu1de]1nes ' ]) the essay must be wr1tten in response to a spec1ﬁ1f ca]]

for manuscr1pts--presented in a photocep?\W1th the essay, 2) students must be -
1Y

able to feas1b]y meet the dead]1ne§ for subm1tt1ng manuscr1pts, 3) they must a]so ','
<, \’ .

- prepare a su1tab]y br1ef cover Tetter,»addressed to the gourna] S ed1tor and &K’

4) students a]so include a photocopy of the editorial po]1cy 1f the Journa] is

: not one. wh1ch we' have d1scussed 1ntc]ass My students peruse the1r samp]e cop1es

)

of JournaTs, as weTT as other recent 1ssues of the JournaTs in my off1ce or in

the ]1brary to find su1tab]e subjectsrabout wh1ch to wr1te They search through

. Journalsgnnhave d1scussed br1ef]y in ¢lass but have not used I/ then d1str1bute~

*a <, o o

the call for manuscr1pts 1ssued by Indiana Engl1sh for the following year, prov1d1ng'b

&

my students with an eas1]y access1b]e set of top1cs 1f they f1nd no others more = .

suited to their tastes or exper1ences. when the essays are subm1tted, L eva]uate

“ them as I have eva]uated the others However, -I add one additiona] kipd of
-conment ‘ adv1ce on whether the essay m1ght be worth rev1s1ng,'retyp1ng, and sub-
mittin to the journal. o | |

Lest~-you--readers fear-that- the English 307 students from ISU wi]].inundatej'v




A R AT Perrin, 7

. - ' ' . . v . t v : TN §° : ' .
N

Eng]1sh Journa]s across the country with second-rate art1c]es, I do not sg?gest

that any submﬂt them On the other hand I ‘see potent1a] in many of my\wr1ters
\ .

and , vera] have had art1c]es accepted what str1kes me most of al] is. tha\

fee] comfortable w1th the journals they are "subm1tt1ng" the1r essays to The*\'

fee] fam1]1ar w1th the ed1tor1a] po]1c1es and the k1nds of art1c]es uh1ch are

&

’ typ1ca]1y accepted-. And though the1r wr1t1ng has sQme prob]ems which' may st1]]
need to be overcome (who of us cou]d not say ‘the sam:§§v my: students are 1nvo]ved
.in yriting projects of the1r choice for Journa]s of the1r cho1ce That, I hope,

will set a pattern for_ their future wr1t1ng - //' : ' °~, ' , )

-
- »

When I d1scuss ‘this class p]an with other peop]e who are wdrking with future

teachers of English, I am always rem1nded of a quest1on Ken Done]son raises:in one’

/

of his editor' s introductions - to §49]1sh Journal: "How can £ng]1sh teachers-teach.

ur1t1ng 1f they don't occas1ona]]y write for pub]ncat1on?"" Nost of us who feel.

s

that Eng]1sh teachers should write feel that vy because we know that the d1ff1cu]t

process of ur1t1ng, rev1s1ng, and somet1mes revising aga1n is. the means by uh1ch

" W

some of our best.;houghts are expressed However, for profess1ona] ur1t1ng to be
successfu]--and pract1ca] for pub11c schoo] teachers to comp]ete--we need to make
sure that our prospect1ve teachers have had experience w1th the k1nd of writing
which secondary Journa]s welcome. My advanced wr1t1ng class. at ISU is one plan to

he]p encourage profess1ona] wr1t1ng from pub]1c school teachers I hope there are

ssional .
e

others, because we in Eﬁg]1sh educat1on sh0u1d encourage the-k1nd»of pr

' R
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